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Serra Club Congratulates 
Father Lugge on His Ordination

 The Serra Club of St. Clair County heartily congratulates Father 
Thomas Lugge on his ordination to the priesthood. 
 On June 4, 2022, Bishop Michael McGovern conferred 
the sacrament of Holy Orders on Father Thomas Lugge, now 
our newest priest for the Diocese of Belleville.  This was the 
culmination of many years of study and discernment.  We are proud 
to have walked a part of this journey with Fr. Lugge.  
 The Club has been praying for him during all his discernment and 
academia through our Adopt-A-Seminarian program.  Many Serrans 
have prayed daily for him and shared words of encouragement and support through cards and letters.  
 Fr. Lugge has visited with the Club through his attendance at a few Priest’s Picnics as a seminarian and 
other club events.  
 On Friday, June 3rd, 2022, the club was honored to host a “New Priests Dinner” to celebrate his being 
called by Bishop McGovern for ordination.  The dinner, held at the Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows, featured 
folks who supported Fr. Thomas through his journey, including his immediate family, Msgr. Myler (then 
Rector of the Cathedral and his pastor), Fr. Nick Junker, Director      of Seminarians, and Serrans who offered 
prayers for him.  

Club’s Ordination GiftFr. Thomas with his familyNew Priest Dinner



Priest Picnic
2022



Listen ...
      Ponder ...
            Respond ...
Who is this whispering?
“Someone” with an inward calling to me:
  to hear ... this special need to come forth and to care.
  to contemplate ... a mission with true purpose ... Serra.
  to understand ... a way for holiness, for others as for myself.
  to respond ... positively,

  to turn ... making moments in life become holy presence.
  to bring ... to my mind gifts of the Spirit.
  to offer ... fragments of self for the good of God’s chosen.
  to assist ... those who are tired and weary with special care.

  to receive ... togetherness with others thru faith and talents.
  to center ... love for our Father, Jesus, Spirit.
  to desire ... blessings on and for vocations of God’s chosen.
  to believe ... “His Will can be done” thru this work of His Serrans.

  to pray ... with and for seminarians, priests, religious and consecrated ones each day.
	 	 to	pray	...	special	pleas	to	come	to	the	mission	field;	to	help	in	our	needs	of	our	faithful.
  to pray ... with thankfulness for our priests and religious we have received
  to pray ... and to grow thru faith devotions of prayers for our church in leadership, our  
        family of believers as well as strugglers, and with love especially to our   
        Father, His Son, and Holy Spirit.

He answered them, “Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I tell you, will attempt 
to enter but will not be strong enough” ... “and people will recline at the table in the Kingdom of 
God.  For behold, some are last who will be first and some are first who will be last”.
       Luke 13:23,30

 to open ... the narrow door for God’s chosen!

     Jeanne Haar  

Becoming

Holy Hour for Vocations at 
the Poor Clares Monastery
on the 2nd Wednesday of 
the month at 4:00 p.m.



Deacon’s Dinner



Serra US Central Region 
Convention: 
“The Call and the Journey”

After a 3-year pandemic-induced hiatus, the 
Serra US Central Region held its annual convention 
at Our Lady of the Snows Shrine on October 7 and 
8th.  The St. Clair County and Madison County 
clubs hosted the event.  Approximately 130 people 
attended coming from Illinois, Missouri, Kansas, 
Nebraska, and Iowa.  The convention opened 
Friday evening with Mass being celebrated by the 
Diocese of Belleville Bishop, His Excellency Michael 
McGovern.  His post-liturgy address centered on 
the renewal of Eucharistic Adoration.  

On Saturday, the conference 
day began with a Holy Hour 
(6:30-7:30 AM) with Eucharistic 
adoration (featuring the Pope 
St. John Paull II monstrance) 
followed by a rosary for 
vocations. 

Saturday’s talks featured 
many priests and sisters sharing 
their Vocation stories.  The 
morning began with Fr. Salvador 
Gonzalez, OMI, Director of the 
Shrine, welcoming the Serrans 
and sharing his journey to the 
priesthood.  

This was followed by a panel-
sharing group of priests who 
became priests in “Later Life”.  The 
session was led by Deacon Steve 
Kramer of Sacred Heart seminary 
in Hales Corner, Wisconsin who is 
an instructor in Homiletics there.  
He introduced 3 alumni who are serving in the 
Belleville Diocese: Frs. Joel Seipp, (Director of 
Vocations), Steve Pautler (Director of Deacon 
Formations) and Carl Schrage (Pastor of 4 parishes 
in Southern Illinois).  Deacon Steve set the stage 
sharing the gifts that these life-experienced men 
bring to their vocation at this juncture in their 

lives.  Each priest then shared some of the details 
of their journey to Ordination from the lives and 
careers they had already lived.  

The next session was a panel led by Fr. Paul 
Hoesing, Rector of Kenrick-Glennon Seminary, 
along with Fr. Thomas Lugge (alumni and recent 
ordinandi serving in the Belleville Diocese) and 
current seminarian, Ben Baker, covering the 
challenges of the formation program today.  

Fr. Paul then continued the program by 
speaking live for the monthly SERRA MEETS 

program broadcast for Serrans 
across the U.S.  

During lunch, the convention 
welcomed Serra US President, Mike 
Downey, who shared some remarks 
about Serra and our call from Pope 
Francis to “be a friend to a priest” 
and to continue our work as the 
Vocation arm of the Church.  

The two afternoon sessions 
featured Sisters from various 

orders sharing their charisms and 
calls to these particular orders.   

Sister Karolyn of the Sisters of St. Francis 
of the Martyr St. George spoke on the 
uniqueness of a calling to Sisterhood.  
Then, Sisters M John Paul, Carmel DCJ, 
Clara Mahilia Roache, ASCJ, and Amanda 
Marie, fsp Daughters of St. Paul, spoke on 
their journeys and the charisms of the 
orders of which they belong.  

The day concluded with Mass in 
the Shrine Church celebrated by Archbishop 
Emeritus Robert J. Carlson of the Diocese of St. 
Louis, Mo.  Bishop McGovern concelebrated as 
well.  Archbishop Carlson addressed the Serrans 
after Mass on his personal experiences, praised 
the Serrans work and encouraged everyone to 
continue to pray and work for Vocations.  

Belleville seminarian Ben Baker; Fr. Paul Hoesing, President-Rector Kenrick-
Glennon Seminary; Fr. Thomas Lugge

Sr. Karolyn, Sister of  St. Francis 
of  the Martyr St. George

The religious presenters at the convention.



Serra US President Addresses the Central Region Convention

During the Serra Central 
Region Convention Saturday 
luncheon on October 8th, 
2022, Serra US President 
Mike Downey shared some 
thoughts on the role of Serra.  
Here are some excerpts from 
his comments:

“It starts with our Mission: 	To	Foster	and	Affirm	
Priesthood and religious vocations, and, in doing 
so, to grow in our own faith.  

Second, Serra is special because it is officially 
aggregated to the Vatican and the world-wide 
Catholic Church.  In fact, Serra is the ONLY lay 
Catholic	apostolate	officially	aggregated	to	the	
Church.  What does that mean?  It means we are 
part of and under the direction of the Vatican.   

Third, we are part of the infra-structure of the 
Church.  We are more permanent than other 
vocations ministries.  So while vocations clubs and 
parish	vocations	ministries	my	ebb	and	flow,	as	
they always do, Serra is expected to be the stalwart 
that	continually	fans	the	flames	and	puts	fuel	on	
the	vocations	fire	to	keep	it	burning	brightly.		

Fourth is this.  Cardinal Collins, our Episcopal 
Advisor, recently told Serrans “Action follows 
prayer.”  Meaning while prayer is the foundation, 
true prayer almost always calls us to some kind of 
action—especially prayers for vocations.  

Fifth—and this is very important -- because we 
are aggregated to the Vatican we are subject to the 
Church’s structure of authority.  That means that a 
Serra Club works with and for the Bishop and 
his Vocations Director.  Clubs do not report to 
District Governors.  Nor do they report to Regional 
Directors.  

Finally a Serra Club does not stand alone.  There 
are 200 Serra Clubs in the US and about 450 Serra 
Clubs worldwide.  There are over 7,400 Serrans in 
the US and over 12,500 Serrans worldwide.  

If all this is not enough to convince you that a Serra 
Club has a special role in our Church, let me share 
with you the words of Pope Francis to Serrans 
during a private audience in 2017.  

 

Pope Francis’s words describe perfectly the 
challenge to you in future years:  “Please, keep 
pressing forward!  Forward in hope, forward with 
your mission, ever looking beyond, opening new 
horizons, making room for the young and preparing 
the future.”

 May God bless you in this Serra Ministry!”

“To be friends to priests, sustaining their 
vocation and accompanying them in their 
ministry:  with this great gift you enrich 
the Church!  This is, above all else, what 
a Serran is—a “special friend” whom 
the Lord has brought into the lives of 
seminarians and priests.”…

Friends who know how to accompany and 
sustain them in faith, in fidelity to prayer 
and apostolic commitment.  Friends who 
share the wonder of a vocation, the courage 
of a definitive decision, the joy and fatigue 
of ministry.  Friends who can offer priests 
support and regard their generous efforts 
and human failings with understanding 
and tender love.  In this way, you are to 
priests like the home of Bethany, where Jesus 
entrusted his weariness to Martha and Mary, 
and, thanks to their care, was able to find 
rest and refreshment.”…

“Dear brothers and sisters, I encourage you 
to be true friends to seminarians and priests, 
showing your love for them by promoting 
vocations and through prayer and pastoral 
cooperation.  Please, keep pressing forward!  
Forward in hope, forward with your mission, 
ever looking beyond, opening new horizons, 
making room for the young and preparing 
the future.  The Church and priestly 
vocations need you.”



 Generally, Serra Conventions highlight the mission of Serra.  I 
wanted our Convention to center around vocations, and the seminaries 
and convents that teach our Priests, Nuns and other Religious.  
Our committee members agreed with this and they put together a 
convention that did just that. 

 And, what an amazing Convention it was, due to our awesome 
Committee, The Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows, Bishop McGovern and 
Archbishop Carlson, to name a few.

 First, I want to thank our outstanding Committee.  Spending time 
at numerous meetings and brainstorming, each member carried out 
their individual tasks, working many hours and behind the scene, to 
bring about a powerful Convention!  Each member had a vital part 
in the success of this event, and a huge thanks goes to each of you.  I 
especially want to say, Brenda, you did a wonderful job with all the 
arrangements with the Shrine, and being the go-to girl for all the 
details and trouble-shooting of the two days. 

 The Shrine did an amazing job with minimal staff, again, working many 
hours, to provide 2 sit-down banquets, a full breakfast, and a fried chicken lunch.  
There were snacks and beverages available both days, which were a big hit.  The 
entire Visitor’s Center accommodations, and the Hospitality Room were very 
inviting, comfortable, and enjoyable.

 Our Speakers/Presenters were all on the mark, we had so many comments 
that they were the best heard, and this was the best Convention ever!

 Bishop McGovern and Archbishop Carlson put the Convention over the top!  You 
could tell they both enjoyed being there and participating, and Bishop McGovern 
was really happy with the numbers at the Masses for both their Keynotes.

 For all the prayers offered, for all the efforts spent, and for all who support 
vocations, I, as Convention Chairman, thank each and every one of you!

Convention Closing Mass with Archbishop 
Carlson and Bishop McGovern

St. John Paul II Monstrance

The Bishops enjoying the Convention closing banquet

Comments from the Convention Chair – Bill Polka

Volunteer Choir for the closing Mass



I have been the Director of 
Homiletics (Preaching) and 
Director of Recruitment at 
Sacred Heart Seminary and 
School of Theology (SHSST) in 

Hales Corners, Wisconsin for nine years.  During that 
time, it has been a privilege to meet with and talk to 
members of various Serra groups, most notably the 
contingent from Belleville, Illinois.  They make a yearly 
pilgrimage to SHSST and meet with the seminarians 
of their diocese.  Up until this October, I did not have 
a realistic grasp of the involvement and commitment 
Serra has with various dioceses and bishops.

October 7-8, 2022, my wife and I were invited to 
the Serra conference at Our Lady of The Snows Shrine 
in Belleville, Illinois.  My task at the gathering was to 
give a presentation on “Older Vocations”.  We had no 
idea what to expect and how many people would be 
in attendance.  This was a regional gathering of Serra 
from Illinois, Kansas, Missouri and other parts of the 
Midwest.  Approximately 130 men and women were 
in attendance.

The members were exceptionally 
friendly and eager to know about the 
work of SHSST.  The vast majority of 
people had some personal knowledge 
of one or two “older” men (maybe 30-
35 years old) who went to seminary 
after brief careers in business.  
However, they did not realize that there 
is a seminary primarily geared for 
men coming into the priesthood later in 
life.  There are several priests (SHSST 
graduates) serving in the Belleville diocese who were 
ordained later in life after various careers.  Father 
Steven Pautler was a Permanent Deacon for a number 
of years and after retiring from his secular job in the 
copy machine industry, entered seminary and was 
ordained a priest in his late 50’s.  Father Carl Schrage 
spent decades as a CPA before entering seminary and 
he too being ordained in his 50’s.  Fr. Joel Seipp was a 
police	officer	and	detective	before	hearing	God’s	call	

and was ordained a priest at the age of 40.  

The majority of my presentation focused on the 
unique way in which we prepare older, mature men 
for ministry.  Having them study and be formed in 
an atmosphere of peers is important.  I shared my 
experiences of adult education and formation and 
how these men are formed to serve God’s people.  
Additionally, I reminded the Serra members that 
just as they have the mission to reach out to young 
men and promote vocations, please don’t forget 
about older men who may be searching for where 
God is calling them.  God does not look only at the 
appearance, but sees into the heart.  There are many 
men who do not realize that YES, they could be a 
priest, even in their 40’s, 50’s and beyond.

I gave encouragement for the Serra members to 
look beyond the traditional norms for vocations.  If 
there are men who have questions about mature 
priestly vocations, please have them contact me at 
skramer@shsst.edu and we can have a conversation.  
My wife and I truly enjoyed our time with the Serra 

community and 
would be happy 
to present at 
conferences in 
the future.  You 
have opened my 
eyes to an entire 
group of men and 
women dedicated 
to promoting 
vocations to 
priesthood, 

diaconate, and religious life.  God bless you all in the 
work you do. There is no doubt in my mind that when 
a Serra member stands before God, they will hear the 
words, “well done good and faithful servant”. 

All God’s Blessings to the Serra Community,

Deacon Steve Kramer, D.Min.
Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology
Hales Corners, Wisconsin  

“As a new presenter and attending this convention, what impressions 
can you share with others about the experience?”

Fr. Pautler, Fr. Schrage, Delmar Thurman (convention attendee), 
Dcn. Kramer, Fr. Seipp



“As a veteran Serran and attending this convention, what impressions can you share with others 
about the experience? “

Having attended other conventions, I found this to be very well done. The materials provided such as the 
agenda and the handouts for the Liturgy were professional.  I appreciated that the talks by Bishop McGovern 
and Bishop Carlson were done in the church after Mass where they had our full attention and were available 
to others who wanted to stay and hear. All speakers were a blessing and Fr. Hoesing especially gives hope for 
the future in the formation of our priests. 

For me, it was a spiritual experience, with opportunity for Mass, Adoration, and confession and to be with 
others who have the same goals in a very comfortable setting.

Congratulations to every member of the committee for putting on such a fine convention in all its aspects.

             Veronika Stancius

“As a new Serran and attending this convention, what impressions can you share with others about 
the experience?”

As a new Serran, attending my first conference, I had no idea what to expect.  What I experienced was a 
well-planned series of speakers who were prepared to share their experiences.   

I particularly enjoyed the panel discussions with Fr. Paul Hoesing, Fr. Tom Lugge and Seminarian Ben 
Baker, where it highlighted the much-needed discernment phase of their vocation.   This, followed by Fr. 
Hoesing’s presentation on all stages of learning that these men go through was very eye opening.  I learned 
a great deal about a priest’s education and how seminaries prepare men to live a full life as a priest, not just 
learning from books.  I feel this is how Jesus would expect their full education to look.  As a side note, in the 
near future, I do plan to inspect the chair where Fr. Pautler fainted during his ordination to see if the scar of 
his impact is still visible.  

It was also impressive to hear Mike Downey discuss the relationship the Serrans have with the papal office, 
which reinforced my decision to join this organization. 

I was surprised to hear frequent expressions of gratitude both from the pulpit and private conversations 
with Bishops, Priests, and Deacons.  The Serran Community, as a whole, impressed me as warm, welcoming, 
and friendly community.  And lastly, I must mention the food, it was too good and too abundant.  It looks as 
though I’ll spend some time undoing my overindulgence.  

              Al Parker

CONVENTION Responses



Recent Meeting Programs

ABOVE: 2022-2023 Board installation                    RIGHT: Fr. Joseph Oganda - recent speaker

WELCOME  
New Members!

TOP: New member 
installation ceremony

LEFT: New members - 
Al and Andrea Parker

ANNOUNCEMENTS
December 1st – 
Vocations trip for Queen of Peace 
and Blessed Sacrament students.  
Help needed to chaperone on the 
bus and to set-up/serve the lunch.

December 28th – 
Club Christmas Party - Shrine of 
Our Lady of the Snows 
 Social 6:00 p.m.
 Dinner at 7:00 p.m.

Rosary for Vocations via Zoom 
on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Fridays at 
9:30 a.m.


